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What's in a Name? The Magic of Scientific Words

Scientific names come from Latin and Greek 4 the secret 

languages of science! They're like hidden codes that unlock what a 

job or creature is all about.

Today, we'll uncover the funny and mysterious stories behind six 

science-related names. From pranks that fooled experts to legends 

that confused even the smartest minds, these tales will reveal that 

science has always been full of surprises!
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HUMAN STUDIES

Anthropologist: The 
"Human" Detective

The Name's Origin

From Greek: anthropos = human + -logist = one who studies

What They Do

Anthropologists study humans, past and present, acting like detectives of 

history and culture


  Hidden Reality: The Piltdown Man Prank

For 40 years, the "Piltdown Man" fooled brilliant scientists! This fake 

"missing link" was made from a human skull cleverly combined with 

an ape's jaw. Even the smartest experts believed it was real until the 

hoax was finally exposed in 1953. Talk about a historical prank!
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SPACE STUDIES

Astronomer: The Star Watcher

1

Etymology

Greek: astron = star + -nomer = law or order

2

Their Quest

Astronomers explore stars, planets, and the universe's 

deepest secrets

"Ancient astronomers once believed the Earth was the centre of 

the universe — until a brave few proved otherwise, risking their 

very lives for truth!"
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EARTH STUDIES

Geologist: The Rock Whisperer

The Name's Roots

Greek: geo = Earth + -logist = one who studies rocks, mountains, and 

our planet's ancient history

å  The Vegetable Lamb Mystery

Medieval legends spoke of the "Vegetable Lamb" 4 a magical plant 

that grew sheep as fruit! Geologists had to work hard separating 

these wild myths from real Earth science.
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LIFE STUDIES

Biologist: The Life Explorer

Word Origin

Greek: bios = life + -logist = one who studies

Their Mission

Biologists study all living things, from microscopic bugs to 

massive whales

÷  Spontaneous Generation Myth

Early biologists thought animals could magically appear from 

mud or rotten meat! This bizarre mystery was solved only after 

careful experiments proved life comes from life.
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INSECT STUDIES

Entomologist: The Insect 
Expert

Name Breakdown

Greek: entomon = insect + -logist 

= one who studies creepy-

crawlies

Who They Study

Ants, bees, butterflies, and all 

sorts of fascinating insects

^  The Fun Truth

The word sounds fancy, but early insect collectors were often just kids with 

jars and torches, chasing bugs at night!
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LANGUAGE STUDIES

Philologist: The Word Wizard

1
Etymology

Greek: philo = love + -logist = one who studies. They 

literally love words!

2
Their Work

Philologists study languages, words, and ancient 

texts, unlocking secrets of the past

Õ  The Voynich Mystery: Some philologists have spent years 

trying to decode mysterious ancient scripts like the Voynich 

Manuscript 4 a book written in a language that still baffles experts 

today!
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Why These Names Matter

Scientific Names
Provide clarity and avoid 

confusion.

Every Name Tells
Stories that are funny or 

mysterious.

Names Begin 
Discovery

Lead into surprises and 
further study.

Scientific names help us understand the world clearly and avoid confusion. Behind every name is a fascinating story — sometimes hilarious, 

sometimes mysterious, but always revealing. Science is full of surprises, and these names are just the beginning of your journey into the 

unknown!
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This is the DNA of the English language

1. The Star & Space Family 
(Astron & Kosmos)

The "Sailors": An astronaut sails the stars (astron + nautes), 

while a cosmonaut sails the universe (kosmos + nautes).

The Flower: An aster is literally a star-shaped flower.

The "Against the Stars": Disaster comes from "Dis-" (against) 

+ "Aster" (star). In ancient times, people believed that if the 

stars were aligned against you, a "disaster" would strike.

2. The Law & Order Family 
(Nomos)

Self-Rule: Autonomy (Auto = self + Nomos = law). It means the 

power to govern oneself.

Keeping Time: A Metronome (Metron = measure + Nomos = 

arrangement). It arranges the "measure," or beat, of music.
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Play with root words of people and stars

Root 1 Root 2 Evolved Word Pronunciation Meaning

Anthropos (Human) Logos (Study) Anthropology an-thru-POL-uh-jee The study of human 

development & culture.

Astron (Star) Nomos (Law) Astronomy uh-STRON-uh-mee The science of "laws" 

governing the stars.

Astron (Star) Logos (Study) Astrology uh-STROL-uh-jee Predicting the future 

based on star positions.

Astron (Star) Nautes (Sailor) Astronaut AS-truh-nawt A person trained to 

travel (sail) in spacecraft.

Kosmos (Universe) Nautes (Sailor) Cosmonaut KOZ-muh-nawt The Russian term for a 

space traveler.

Naus (Ship) (Suffix) Nausea NAW-zee-uh Seasickness (the feeling 

of being on a rocking 

ship).

Dis- (Against) Aster (Star) Disaster di-ZAS-ter A great misfortune 

(originally "stars against 

you").

Auto (Self) Nomos (Law) Autonomy aw-TON-uh-mee The right or condition of 

self-government.

Metron (Measure) Nomos (Law) Metronome MET-ruh-nohm A device that marks time 

at a selected rate.

Philo (Love) Logos (Word) Philologist fih-LOL-uh-jist One who loves and 

studies 

words/languages.

Aster (Star) -isk (Little) Asterisk AS-tuh-risk A "little star" symbol (*) 

used in writing.
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This is where the "detective work" gets really interesting (George and Geometry—
which seem totally unrelated—are actually cousins)

1. The "Earth" 
Family (Geo)

The Farmer's Secret: We think of 

"George" as a kingly name, but George 

comes from Geo (earth) + ergon 

(work). The first Georges were literally 

"dirt workers."

Geometry’s Origin: It wasn't invented 

for school tests! It was invented in 

Ancient Egypt to remeasure land 

boundaries after the Nile River flooded 

and wiped out everyone's fences.

2. The "Life & 
Sight" Family (Bios 
& Opsis)

Biopsy vs. Autopsy: This is a great 

"hidden reality" distinction.

Biopsy (bios + opsis): Viewing 

living tissue.

Autopsy (autos + opsis): Literally 

means "seeing for oneself." In the 

past, doctors didn't trust rumors 

about how someone died; they 

had to "see for themselves" to find 

the truth.

The "Animal 
Circle" Family 
(Zoion)

The Zodiac Secret: The word Zodiac 

comes from zodiakos kyklos, meaning 

"Circle of Animals." Even though we 

have signs like Libra (the scales), the 

Greeks saw the belt of constellations 

as a giant celestial zoo.
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Play with the roots of the earth and its life

Root 1 Root 2 Evolved Word Pronunciation Meaning

Geo (Earth) Logos (Study) Geology jee-OL-uh-jee Science of the earth's 

physical structure.

Geo (Earth) Metron (Measure) Geometry jee-OM-uh-tree Branch of math 

measuring shapes/land.

Geo (Earth) Graphein (Write) Geography jee-OG-ruh-fee Writing about/mapping 

the earth.

Geo (Earth) Ergon (Work) George JOR-j Historically, an earth-

worker or farmer.

Bios (Life) Logos (Study) Biology by-OL-uh-jee The study of living 

organisms.

Autos (Self) Bios + Graph Autobiography aw-toe-by-OG-ruh-fee A story of a person's life 

written by them.

Bios (Life) Opsis (Sight) Biopsy BY-op-see Examination of tissue 

from a living body.

Autos (Self) Opsis (Sight) Autopsy AW-top-see "Seeing for oneself" why 

a body died.

Botane (Plant) -ist (Person) Botanist BOT-uh-nist An expert in or student 

of the study of plants.

Zoion (Animal) Logos (Study) Zoology zoh-OL-uh-jee The scientific study of 

animals.

Zoion (Animal) Kyklos (Circle) Zodiac ZOH-dee-ak A "circle of animals" 

used in astrology.
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This is where vocabulary becomes a superpower!

1. The "Cutting" Family (Tome 
vs. Sect)

The "Cut-In" Insect: Isn't it wild that Entomology (Greek) and 

Insect (Latin) mean the exact same thing? Both refer to the fact 

that an insect's body looks like it has been "cut into" segments.

The "Uncuttable" Atom: Scientists named the Atom (A- = not 

+ Tome = cut) because they thought it was the smallest thing in 

the universe that could never be split.

The Hidden Reality: We now know we can split atoms (which 

is how we get nuclear energy), making the name "Atom" one of 

the biggest scientific "oopsies" in history!

The "Love" Family (Philo)
Philadelphia: It's not just a city in Pennsylvania; it’s the "City of 

Brotherly Love" (Philo = love + Adelphos = brother).

The Potion: A Philtre is a magic love potion. In legends, if you 

drank one, you had no choice but to fall in love.

The Hidden Reality: Aphrodisiacs are named after Aphrodite, 

the Greek goddess of beauty. Historically, people thought 

eating weird things like shark fins or truffles would act as a 

"love potion," though science usually says otherwise!
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Play with the roots of cutting and loving

Root 1 Root 2 Evolved Word Pronunciation Meaning

En- (In) Tome (Cut) Entomology en-tuh-MOL-uh-jee The study of 

"segmented" (cut-in) 

insects.

In- (In) Sectus (Cut) Insect IN-sekt A small animal with a 

"cut-in" body.

Ec- (Out) Tome (Cut) Tonsillectomy ton-suh-LEK-tuh-mee The surgical "cutting 

out" of tonsils.

A- (Not) Tome (Cut) Atom A-tum A particle so small it 

(supposedly) can't be 

cut.

Ana- (Up) Tome (Cut) Anatomy uh-NAT-uh-mee "Cutting up" a body to 

see how it works.

Dicha- (Two) Tome (Cut) Dichotomy dy-KOT-uh-mee A division or contrast 

between two things.

Epi- (On/Top) Tome (Cut) Epitome ih-PIT-uh-mee A summary; or the 

perfect "cut" of a type.

Ec- (Out) Kentron (Center) Eccentric ek-SEN-trik "Out of center"—

someone with quirky 

behavior.

Philo (Love) Sophos 

(Wisdom)

Philosophy fih-LOS-uh-fee The "love of wisdom."

Philo (Love) Andros (Man) Philander fih-LAN-der To engage in many 

casual love affairs.

Biblion (Book) Philo (Love) Bibliophile BIB-lee-uh-fyl A person who collects or 

has a great love of 

books.

Lingua (Tongue) -istics (Study) Linguistics ling-GWIS-tiks The scientific study of 

language (tongue).
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Your Mission: Discover Your 
Own Secret Name!
01

Imagine Your Field

What would your scientific name be if 

you studied something cool? Clouds? 

Video games? Chocolate?

02

Create Your Story

Remember: every name tells a story 4 

what's yours? What mysteries will you 

uncover?

03

Keep Exploring

Keep questioning and uncovering the mysteries around you. The world is full of 

secrets waiting to be discovered!
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